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The Galerie Catherine Putman is pleased to present a new exhibition of Eloise van der Heyden’s
work, entitled ‘Private Myths’.

The exhibition aims to create a link between the inner and outer worlds, taking visitors on a
journey between the profound and universal forest and our inner world. It puts forward the
idea that everything exists within us: the history of humanity, myths, desire of goddess figures
facing the passage of time. The impact of the plant world on man and its reciprocity are linked
to the issues explored by Eloise Van der Heyden in her preceding exhibition at the gallery
(‘Zakhar’ in 2015), in which the works tackled the themes of presence and absence, the revela-
tion of memory, and origin through traces.

Re-employing the technique of creating images through direct impressions, Eloise Van der
Heyden explores the theme of the forest—the source of life. Creating a vegetal environment
that covers the gallery’s walls, made from trunks, leaves, flowers and twigs, the artist has devel-
oped her own myths that are inextricably linked to those of humanity, creating an intimate and
sensual garden in her drawings, watercolours, engravings, and ceramics.

‘Myths are public dreams and dreams are private myths’ (as the American writer and mytholo-
gist Joseph Campbell said so succinctly.”

The artist is interested in the constant interchange between the outer and inner worlds, the
environment, and nature embodied by this forest, and constantly reminds us that everything
exists within us.

By a delicate work of inking and imprint, Eloise Van der Heyden blends flowers, sheets and
boughs in the weft of fabrics of dresses pressed. These timeless silhouettes reveal the essential
link of the human being and the vegetable.

With her ink impressions of plants, Eloise Van der Heyden is not attempting to produce a her-
barium or an inventory, but rather to focus on the breath of the universe and our adherence to
the world embodied by plants. To create this work she collaborated with the Italian philosopher
Emanuele Coccia,”™ who put words to the images, and wrote a text to accompany the work.

* Joseph Campbell (1904-1987) is known for his works about comparative mythology. His main
contribution was his theory of the ‘Monomyth’, which postulated that the myths, legends, and
tales from around the world, in many different eras, were the expressions of a unique narrative
outline that corresponded to the structures of the human psyche.

** Emanuele Coccia is a lecturer at the EHESS, and has a doctorate in medieval philosophy; he
is the author of La Vie des plantes, une métaphysique du mélange (‘The Life of Plants: A Meta-
physics of Melange’), Payot et Rivages, 2016.

Eloise Van der Heyden was born in 1983 in New Haven, Connecticut, USA, and is of Belgian
origin. She lives and works in Fontainebleau, in France.
She graduated from I’Ecole Nationale Supérieur des Arts Décoratifs of Paris in 2009.
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Eloise Van der Heyden | View of studio, 2018 | Courtesy Galerie Catherine Putman
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Eloise Van der Heyden | View of studio, 2018 | Courtesy Galerie Catherine Putman

40, rue Quincampoix 75004 Paris | 1¢ étage
T.+33 145 55 23 06 | Dumardi au samedi de 14 a 19 heures et sur rendez-vous
contact@catherineputman.com | catherineputman.com



GALERIE CATHERINE PUTMAN

R [
,Ir.w 'i:'_ |
¥ i —

Eloise Van der Heyden «Untitled», 2018 | ceramic figurines | 8 x 34 cm | Courtesy Galerie Catherine Putman

The gallery is pleased to participate in Paris Gallery Weekend
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th May 2018

Paris Gallery Weekend> 44 galleries, openings, Rendez-Vous
(performances, openings, brunches, conferences, concerts ...)

As part of this event :
“Interior forests”
impromptu musical moment by Apolline Roy

Saturday, May 26th at 6 pm and 7 pm. (duration : 15 minutes)

Apolline Roy’s songs, composed by Apolline Roy and Jacques Tellitocci

Exhibition with the support of VdH conseil




